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For Immediate Release
WHAT KIND OF POLICING DO CHINESE CANADIANS WANT IN TORONTO?

Toronto, ON – [February 11, 2005] – What kind of policing does the Chinese Canadian community want in the most multicultural city in the world?  This is one question that advocacy groups like the Chinese Canadian National Council Toronto Chapter (CCNCTO) and the Metro Chinese and Southeast Asian Legal Clinic (MTCSLC) want answered before the new police chief is selected.

“I believe that the residents of Toronto have a historic opportunity to have our voices heard about policing matters for the first time in a very long time.  We must seize this moment to have our views represented at the public meetings,” says Avvy Go, Clinic Director of MTCSLC.

“CCNCTO wants a forward looking police chief who supports community based policing.  Someone with a proven track record of working with diverse communities to create and maintain safe neighbourhoods,” states Kristyn Wong-Tam, President of CCNCTO

The Toronto Police Services are asking the people of Toronto for our views on the future of policing in Toronto.  As community organizations that have a profound interest in a strong and equitable city, we urge you to attend and help determine the answers to some of these vital questions:

“How do we best ensure accountability of the police to the community?”

“With the changing demographics of Toronto, how can police best engage, respect and reflect the many different communities in our city?”

“How do we ensure that the police budget doesn’t outgrow the ability of the city to meet the social, recreational and health needs of the people of Toronto?”

“How is trust established between young people and the police?”

According to the 2001 census, the Chinese Canadian community is the largest ethno-racial group in Canada, with a population of over one million (Citizenship and Immigration Canada, 2001). In Toronto, there are over 400,000 Chinese Canadians, accounting for more than 9% of the city’s total population (Citizenship and Immigration Canada, 2001).  With these growing statistics, the Chinese Canadian community has every right to express the qualities that we want to see in our police force.

Four sessions will be held through out the Greater Toronto Area and all are welcome to attend.

Wednesday Feb. 9 (7-9 pm) at the North York Civic Centre, 5100 Yonge Street in the Council Chambers.

Thursday Feb. 10 (7:30 - 9:30 pm) at the Scarborough Civic Centre, 150 Borough Drive, Committee Room 1.

Tuesday Feb. 15 (7-9 pm) at Toronto City Hall, 100 Queen Street West, Committee Room 1.

Thursday Feb. 17 (7-9 pm) at the Etobicoke Civic Centre, 399 The West Mall, Council Chambers

CCNCTO and the MTCSLC are encouraging all to attend these public hearings.  We will be appointing Mandarin and Cantonese speaking facilitators to assist members of the community who want translation services for the downtown Toronto session to be held on Tuesday February 15 between 7 – 9 pm at Toronto City Hall.
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For more information please contact:

Avvy Go, (416) 971-9676 or at goa@lao.on.ca
Dr. Helen Lai Man Poon, (416) 596-0833 ext. 3 or at helen@ccnctoronto.ca

